
'Fhe rtert nme a sudden toss
I

I ol tractroil prtches yuu
uflcerent0nt0rrsly into tne dirt
chances are, like the rest of us,
yuu'll be cursing your rubber instead
of your "fornridable" talents. Rather
than swap brands, experiences just
like that Inspired Rick Atkinson put
his head, heart and hard-earned
cash inlo creating the best-
performing, l0ngest lasting ho0ps on
the market. Now proven in desert
competrtion, the Motoz brand is
expaflding its range to include tyres
desigiled to excel in wet conditions
as weli. Appropriately, we caught up
rvith Rick in the back of the l{08 van
while sheltering from a thunderstorm
at tne Sunny Corner Trail Ride.

RA, Days l ike todayl I 've been
r rdrng  a l l  my l i le  and on  those
nrenrorabie days where you'd have
a new tyre on and come t lying
around your favourite corner and
thumpl  you 'd  h i t  the  deck  th ink ing
'what  the  he l l  happened? l '  For  me
trrst ly. i t  was the personal chal lenge
oi huw io t ix the problem and second,
to try to rr ierease a tyfe s wear
charactensrcs to rnake thenr
work berter even after ihey ve
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lost their edges.
I knew the owner of a Iactory in
Thailand who wanted to move
towards producing more
sophist icated products and together
we looked for someone to give us
some help. You jusi can't  f ind people
to teach you how to design an
off-road tyre so I decided to do al l
the design and development myself.

By nexi year there' l l  be f ive di i ferent
groups and various sizes within
those groups giving us a range of
about 30 tyres in al l

Because we l istened a l i t t le too much
to what the weather was going to do
in the ' future, we designed our f irst
Jr0nt tyres f0r t00 narrow a segment.
0 r ig ina l l y  we used na tura l  rubber
which is unreal in the dry but doesn t
perform as well  rn the wet. Natural
rubber is more f lexible so you have
to bui ld the tread block structures
to compensate. What we came up
with was a knob that was radical ly
wider at the base which carr ied the
added beneti t  that mud doesn't
s t i ck  to  them as  much.  We ve  bu i l t  a

g00d reputati0n lor bui lding tough
tyres but a lew people told us that
they didn t work too well  In the wet.

Absolutely. l t  s part icularly imp0rtant
to get the lront tyre r ight, so in the
last i2-18 months we ve focused on
developing new compounds for
excel lent wet-weather tract ion
land redeveloping the pattern on
the {ronts. Customers wil l  start
seeing some of those new products
over the next few months.

We're now working on a competit ion
motocross range which wil l  be very
l ightweight and tai lored ( l lke
everyone else's tyres) to give
maximum performance rather
than Iong l i fe. Through our
learning process we ve come up
with some tread patterns that aIe
unique and work a lot better than
the standard square blocks.

We give away quite a few tyres but
have got a pol icy that we won t pay
anyone to use them as that doesn't
make our product better. What does
is gett ing them into the f ield to the
peop le  who are  do ing  the  most  r id ing
and l istening to their feedback.

slfioKoMm;'

!^/hEn 10-t nes W,.rld N4X

champior  S te fan  Ever ts

ines  rp  j i : r  a  sanc  Tace
you can be  s ! re  ( ] t  l ]ne

th  ng  the  devas ta t  on

of  h rs  opponents .  Now

Race Drrector for KTIII s

world motocross efforts,

the  Be lg  a ! r  recent ly  came

out  o f  re t i remer r t  fo r  the

!!estcn Bearh rare r/here

he method ca l l y  towe l  ed

everyone.  ;nc lL rdrng  GNC[ ;

Champ Dav id  Kn igh t l

rrlFlilli<{flfilElilil
There s soflrethinJ t(] be

sa id  fo r  the  home crowd

advantege As  the  Wof ld

IndLr ro  Champions l r ip

l \ ' l a ru f  a i t r re r ' s  T i t le  ca  n :e

to a cl(]se, KTI\4 siood

ta l ies t  in  bo th  the  E3 c lass

wi th  Husqvama and Gas

Gas snapt ing  a t  ther f

heels KTlt4 aiso wrapped

L ip  the  12  fu !anufac i r re t  s

t  t le  w l r i le  i rn ish ing

se.o fd  lo  Honda | ]  [1
(okay .  so  the  Red R iders
go i  one cn  the  b la rd l )

E@
After  wrnning nore
wor ld znd nat  oqal
championships than you
car poke a st ick at  you d
ih ink Yai laha could ve at
least  revrarded the blue
beast wrth a fuel- njected
frurt pop. iri ith Kavr and
Honda lo in ing Suzukr wr ih
an EFI 450cc bik:  ihe YZ F
is lhe oniy.Japanese bike
y€t  to aome ort  c j
the carbureted closet.

l@IETitr,fin
F fst i l  ! ' /as Reardon at

Roilnd 1 and now lroy

C a r r o  a t R ( ) U r c Z . T h e

lDBSuper  X  tu f i  b locks

are  mot l  magne is  happ i iy

ta | { l fg  l ]u l  r  de fs  a fd

i i l p , r g  3  n a  l r F e r  f g

e i t l r  race

mi'
iil'trffi

\ ! i t l :  se !e r  sn( ]k  I

seas0ns una ier  lne  r  l i

l l x lV  k  ckEd c l l  t l ] :  I

e ghth or Foxtel s i\,rr

C h a r n e  l E 3  r e c e n i ,

approachr r tg  i t :  iC l t

e p i s o d e  d t b k e r u :

nran-behiltc'the nrii l

Bren,laf Be: s tl ir i

l L rs t r f  iab ly  p roud guy .

ffi
Speedy ReedY s  sur i '

nas  lee t  t reasu i ta

l rs t  i r r  the  20+ ser r

beai €verybody by i i

Super  X  ser ies  ope: r .

a  so  by  the  moun i? l

c o  n  h e s  a m a s s e d

bank.  The 26  year

o ld  s  s taggef ing  S: :

m l l ion  fodune recer .
p rope lcd  ihe  rc . : r  '

Wor ld  SX champ tn l r

83rd  p lace  on  the  B:

Young R ch  [ i s t  to r

&
I

ffiS!:,
The Pr re l  i  iegerc

to grolv rvith the i

t yTe manuTac lLr i i

l i l c redrb ly  sweep i :

three rnalor FilU ,"

lvloioiross trt les
(Dav id  Ph l l rppaen
(Ty a Rattray) atrc
(Sven Ereuge ln ta i :

' '1,$rlh. .:
Whiie KTU are st

to  c rack  the  US i r .

narke t .  the  Aus t f :

r ra rque s  Drhes  i :
good on [uro sor r

A f r i can  Ty le  Rat l ; :

fre qht train ol i lr.

bii\es int. the rial '

Chanrp  o fsh ip  l ! l

ff i3{i,,1
&!*r1!l.r

The F inn  bark ; i
' 0 '  

[2  t  t ]o  a t  Lh !

r  i f c h r n g  l l l e  i .

v / l ih  a  fo r fd  to  ! i

a,:


